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“Bounding the Land” By William Cronon
Introduction
Concerning this article, there were different ideas that both Native Americans and Europeans had concerning poverty, property ownership and the question of land. According to Cronon (55), the Native Americans moved easily, and they aimed at exploiting the regular use of land. Besides, the Europeans were inactive and also believed in the division of land through fences. This article provides a clear explanation on why both the Native Americans and the Europeans had the idea of capitalism based on the available ecosystems of New England. The Native Americans lost their lands because their understanding of poverty was different from Europeans through acquiring resources and property systems. 
First, both the Europeans and the Indians had varied understanding and explanations regarding the acquiring of resources. As hinted in the article, hunting and gathering activities were practiced by the Indians because they heavily depended on them for food. The Europeans used these activities as a justification for expropriating the Indian land. Additionally, the Europeans had embraced a notion that the Indians squandered the resources that were available. According to the Europeans, the scarce resources were supposed to be used appropriately as a way of reducing poverty and food scarcity (Cronon 57). They went further and justified the point that the Indians were poor since they underused human labor. Human labor was to be used in their lands as a way of ensuring more production as well as their development. Therefore, they had to take the land that belonged to the Indians and use for accumulating profits and progress.
The Europeans also realized that the Indians were not keen on territorial rights as far as their lands were concerned. This made it easier for the Europeans to take advantage of the Indians ignorance and transfer land for commercial services. The author hints that both the Indians and Europeans had different interpretations ideas on how land was supposed to be bought and sold. Indians owned land through striking agreements using kinship communities as a way of determining the customary rights to enable each village to own land (Cronon 58). Generally, this is may have a lot of disadvantages especially in the ownership of land. For Europeans, they were able to acquire land since large pieces of land were lost in the process. Therefore, this means that the Indians did not understand the importance of owning land. 
Second, the Europeans were heavily influenced by property systems (Cronon 59).  Generally, Europeans used different strategies as a way of acquiring full rights of their colonies. In this case, the Europeans aimed at owning property that were in the lands which belonged to the Indians as well as land itself. The distinction between ownership and sovereignty is essential while discussing the question of land. The Europeans were interested in acquiring land to preserve their sovereignty with an aim of taking benefits and profits to their mother countries. After land was acquired, ownership rights were incorporated into the English and not the Indian laws. This allowed Europeans to be an excellent position to acquire more land compared to the Indians for commercial use. Additionally, the fact that the rights of owning land for Indians was limited enabled the Europeans to get own more land. Therefore, the English colonial jurisdiction forced Indians to first clear and consult with the English crown to have rights of owning land. 
Conclusion
Concerning the mentioned reasons, it is clear to summarize that the Native Americans lost their lands because their understanding of poverty was different from Europeans. As noted, the Europeans were concerned in acquiring more resources which were on the lands. Indians hadn’t realized the importance of owning land despite them being poor and lacking food for their population. Thus, the Europeans used land as a tool to increase productivity as well as investment channels for their future generations. However, this was contrary for Indians who did not understood the meaning of owning land.
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